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CONSULTATION THEME:

ENERGISING COMMUNITY:
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION’S RELATIONAL MANDATE

ICETE’s 2009 Consultation is taking relational theological education as its focus, how
the biblical values of relationship and community might be usefully reenergised
within our contemporary patterns of theological education.

Community and relationship matter to ICETE. ICETE is itself structured as a community.
ICETE has also long been an advocate for relational values in theological education.
Among the affirmations of the historic ICETE Manifesto are these:

Community life. Our programmes of theological education must demonstrate the
Christian pattern of community. We are at fault that our programmes so often seem
little more than Christian academic factories, efficiently producing graduates. It is
biblically incumbent on us that our programmes function as deliberately nurtured
Christian educational communities, sustained by those modes of community that are
biblically commended and culturally appropriate. This we must accomplish, by God's
grace. (Article 6)

Cooperation. Our programmes of theological education must pursue contact and
collaboration among themselves for mutual support, encouragement, edification and
cross-fertilization. We are at fault that so often we attend merely to our own
assignments under God. The biblical notion of mutuality needs to be much more visibly
expressed and pragmatically pursued among our theological programmes. The times in
which we serve, no less than biblical expectations, demand of each of us active ongoing
initiatives in cooperation. This we must accomplish, by God's grace. (Article 12)

The 2009 Consultation programme is meant to enable the ICETE community to reflect
and interact in depth on the practical relevance of these essential values for the vitality
of evangelical theological education globally. In what sense might community be
considered a mandated priority for theological schools? What are the warrants, and
the limitations? How might a theological school best embody biblical community in its
institutional culture? How might our students be better equipped in relational skills for
ministry? How shall we enhance meaningful community among our theological
schools? How might theological schools best live out community values within their
own social context?

Held every three years, ICETE's International Consultations represent the only occasion
of their kind for evangelical theological educators from all parts of the world to gather
for peer professional reflection and interaction at global level. The events provide
multiple occasions for collaborative networking, cross-pollination, and reflective
engagement, thus furthering a shared commitment in preparing biblically-based
church leadership for the global Christian community in the 21st Century.
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